
Mutualisms (both organisms benefit) 
          Promote plant & crop growth 
          Protect herbivores from enemies 
          Promote pollen exchange 
          Protect plants from enemies 
 

Therefore mutualisms are important for 
           Agriculture 
           Battling invasive species 
           Community assembly 
 

Have skills in 
            Evolutionary ecology 
            Agro-ecology 
            Invasive species 
            Abiotic stress tolerance 
            Statistics 
 

Seeking collaborations in  
           Molecular Biology 
           -Omics 
           Mathematical modelling  
           Economic evaluation 
 
 

Arbuscular Mycorrhizal (AM) Fungi: 
Help plants grow big and defend 

themselves against enemies 

Bacterial Endosymbionts: 
Help aphids grow big  

and defend themselves  
against parasitoids 

Aphids: 
Eat plants 

Parasitoids: 
Eat aphids 

Dr. Alison Bennett asks: 
Why are mutualisms so common? 

Volatiles:  Chemicals plants  
release to call for help  
from parasitoids when  
being eaten by aphids 

Parasitoids: 
Eat aphids 

Pollinators: 
Exchange  

plant pollen 

Interested?   
You can contact Alison Bennett at  
Alison.Bennett@hutton.ac.uk 


